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Subj :  MAI NTENANCE REQUI REMENTS FOR SURVI VAL AND RESCUE EQUI PMENT
USED | N THE RESCUE SW MVER SCHOCL TRAI NI NG PROGRAM ( RSSTP)

Ref:  (a) OPNAVINST 3710. 7R
(b) OPNAVI NST 4790. 2G

Survi val / Rescue Training Equi pment Mai nt enance Cui de
1. Purpose. To establish inspection guidance and mai nt enance

procedures for aviation flight, survival, and rescue equi pnent

used in the RSSTP.

2. Cancellation. CNETINST 3710. 1A

3. Scope. This instruction applies only to training activities
conducting formal training courses in the RSSTP in accordance
with reference (a). The procedures herein are not intended for
operational fleet use of survival and rescue equi prnent.

4. Background. No standardi zed gui dance has previously existed
for the maintenance of equi pnent used specifically in the RSSTP
Aviator's flight gear and survival equi pnment in operational use
are maintained in Ready for Issue (RFI) condition per reference
(b). However, in RSSTP training, equipnment is used for denon-
stration purposes or in controlled scenarios in which nodifica-
tions to equi pment and nai nt enance procedures have been safely
made to facilitate training.

5. Discussion. Mich of the equipnent utilized in this training
is obtained in used condition fromthe Defense Reutilization and
Mar keting Ofice (DRMDJ. It is then heavily utilized in the

har sh environment of chlorinated training pools. Strict conpli-
ance with reference (b) standards for equi pnent used in the
formal training environnment is extrenmely costly both in terns of
equi pnent costs and manpower required for upkeep. Enclosure (1)
provi des standards for maintaining this equipnent in a Ready for
Trai ning (RFT) status, which represents safe and serviceabl e
condition for training | arge nunbers of students in RSSTP effi -
ciently.

6. Definitions

a. Training equipnent: Flight, survival, or rescue equip-
ment acquired and nmaintained strictly for the purpose of fornal
training in the RSSTP
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b. RFT: Mintained in accordance with guidance set forth in
encl osure (1).

7. Review. The RSSTP Mydel Manager is charged with the respon-
sibilTity of review ng reconmendations for changes and periodic
updating of this instruction.

8. Action. Commanding officers/officers in charge of RSSTP
activities wll ensure that training equipnment is inspected and
mai nt ai ned in accordance with enclosure (1) and shall designate
in witing a mninmmof one staff nenber, E-5 or above, to

nmoni tor the mai ntenance of training equi pment and survival/rescue
gear.

9. Fornms. CNET 3710/1 rmay be obtained from CNET Supply (0s41).

/S/IR P. KRULL
Chi ef of Staff

Di stribution:
SNDL A3 (CNO (N889))
A6 (CMC (ASA-2B))
C28H (BRMEDCLI NI C Brunswi ck (APTU))
C31J (BRMEDCLINIC EI Toro (APTU))
FA47 (NAVHOSP Cherry Point (Code 62))
FA47 (NAVHOSP Jacksonville (APTU))
FA47 (NAVMEDCEN Portsnouth (Code 10))
FB58 ( NAVMEDCEN San Di ego (PGA))
FB58 (NAVHOSP Lenpore (Code 312))
FB58 ( NAVHOSP Oak Har bor (Code 660))
FB60 ( NAVMEDCLI NI C Pear| Harbor (Code 05.5))
FH1 (BUMED ( MED- 23))
FH18 ( NAVOPMEDI NST (Code OCOW) )
FKAL1A ( COVWNAVAI RSYSCOM ( PMA- 205))
FKR6A ( NAVAI RAMARCEN TRASYSDI V)
FKR6B ( NAVAI RAMARCEN WPNDI V Poi nt Mugu (Code 6180))
FR3 (NAS Atlanta (ATD))
FR3 (NAS JRB New Ol eans (Code 32))
FR3 (NAS JRB WI Il ow G ove (Code 33))
FR4 ( NAF Washi ngton (OPS-50))
FR5 ( NAVAI RESACT Sel fri dge)
FR5 ( NAVAI RES Menphi s (Code 31))
FR5 ( NAVAI RES Poi nt Mugu (ATD))
FR14 (NAVAIRES Santa C ara (Code 33))
FT2 (CNATRA (N324))
FT10 ( NAVAVSCOLSCOM ( Codes 00, 02, 06, 08))
FT13 (NATTC (ASM Di vi sion))
FT24 (FLETRACEN San Di ego (Code 70))
FT108 (NAVHOSP Corpus Christi (Code 05A))
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Distribution (con't):

SNDL 24A1 ( COWNAVAI RLANT (Code 0212))
24A2 ( COWNAVAI RPAC (Code 83))
42A3 ( COVFAI RMVED)
42B2 ( COMPATW NGSPAC (Code 003A))
42D1 ( FASOTRAGRULANT DET Jacksonville (Code 30))
42RR ( COMNAVAI RESFOR ( Code 516))
4202 (HC 3)
45A1 (CG FMFLANT (ALD- DSS))
46B (CG FOURTH MAW ( DSR))
46B (CG FI RST MAW ( AMSO))

NETSAFA DET Pensacol a
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SURVI VAL/ RESCUE TRAI NI NG EQUI PMENT MAI NTENANCE GUI DE
SECTI ON |
GENERAL

RSSTP. Al l training equipnent used in RSS nmust be maintai ned
within the capabilities of individual sites, using the proce-
dures contained in NAVAIR 13-1-6 series manual s, except that the
mai nt enance may be perforned by personnel assigned to the train-
ing sites vice internedi ate mai ntenance activities.

Trai ni ng Equi pnent. Equi pnment used in RSS is acquired either
through the DRMO or by purchase through the supply system
Regar dl ess of how equi pnent is acquired, if it is to be used
strictly for training by RSS training sites, it is training
equi pment only, and not to be used by operational fleet activ-
ities.

Modi fications to Equi pnent. Authorized nodifications to training
equi pnent are listed in the mai ntenance section. These

nodi fications are not to be incorporated on fleet assets.

Aut hori zation for additional nodifications to equipnent |isted
herein may be requested fromthe RSSTP Mbdel Manager using the
format in Figure 1.

Mai nt enance Monitoring. Personnel assigned to nonitor critical
areas of equipnent (i.e., weight bearing straps, buckles, and
hardware) will ensure that these itens are thoroughly inspected
by personnel perform ng naintenance.

Equi prent Marking. Al inflatable training equi pment nust be

mar ked "FOR TRAINI NG ONLY" with white paint to clearly

indicate that this equipnment is not to be used for actual surviv-
al or lifesaving purposes. Non-functional |ife preservers wll
be painted red down the back and the full width of the waist

| obes to indicate they are not inflatable.

Di spl ay Equi pnent. Al equi pnent used for training display
purposes W Il be maintained in excellent visual condition in the
configurations specified in the NAVAIR 13-1-6.7 series manual s.

Encl osure (1)
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( FORVAT)

FLI GHT EQUI PMENT MODI FI CATI ON FOR TRAI NI NG REQUEST/ RECOMVENDATI ON
COVPLETE THI S FORM AND FORWARD TO

COVMANDI NG OFFI CER

CODE 13

NAVAVSCOL SCOM

181 CHAMBERS AVE STE C

PENSACOLA FL 32508- 5221

1. Equi pnent:
2. Brief description of nodification:

3. Brief description of how nodified equi pment will be used for
trai ni ng evol utions.

4. Purpose of nodification (ease of donning, extended |ife of
equi pnent, etc.):

5. Estimated cost of nodification and/or savings (if any) over use
of equi pnent as presently configured:

6. Attach photograph of nodification in static position and in
trai ning environnment or send a testable sanple.

Submi tted by:

RSS site:

| ndi vi dual given credit for nodification:

RSS MODEL MANAGER USE ONLY Dat e:

Final status: Approved/ D sapproved.

Date site notified:

Figure 1

Encl osure (1)



200

210

CNETI NST 3710. 1B

SECTION ||

DOCUMENTATI ON

Ceneral. A tracking system nust be used to ensure that every
[ife preserver and raft used for operational training is |eak
tested every 30 days. A sinple and easy system for naintaining
trai ning equipnment is outlined below. ©Mre conprehensive
docunent ati on prograns that cover at |east the m ninumre-

qui renents outlined bel ow are authori zed.

Procedures. The follow ng docunentation procedures will be used:
Using the formin Figure 2, list the serial nunber or |ocal

field nunber of each |ife preserver and raft down the |eft side

of the form The nmonth will be listed at the top of the form
Each tinme equipnent is inflated mai ntenance personnel wll place

their initials in the block for that serial nunber and under the

date the inflation is performed. At the end of the nonth any

serial nunmber having no initials by it will be due for a 30-day

inspection. This will facilitate tracking of all training

equi pnent and t he nunber of tinmes each piece of flotation

equi pnent has been in the water. Additionally, for sites with

| arge student |oads, this will provide a better neans of

determ ning how | ong equi prrent | asts and nmay be hel pful in

budgeting for future purchases. Conpleted Inspection records

shal | be maintained a m ni mum of 3 nont hs.

3 Encl osure (1)
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Enclosure (1)



EQUI PMENT

LPU- 28/ P OR
UDT Vest Bay
or Pool

HBU- 11/ P or
HBU- 23

Wet Suits,
Mask, Snor kel
and Fins

Sur f ace
Har ness

St okes Rescue
Litter with
REU- 2/ H

Fl ot ati on
Assenbl y

CNETI NST 3710. 1B

SECTION ||

RSSTP EQUI PMENT MAI NTENANCE

MAI NTAI N/ | NSPECT

Vi sual inspection prior to
each evolution. Verify
CO, live cylinders are

i nstal | ed.

Vi sual inspection prior to
each evol ution.

Rinse in fresh water after
use.

Vi sual inspection prior to
each training evol ution.

Rinse in fresh water after
use.

Vi sual inspection prior to
each training evol ution.

Rinse in fresh water after
use.

I nspect prior to each use

or every 30 days. |Inspect
litter for general condition,
cracks, dents, corrosion,

and security of all netal.

I nspect suspensi on bed web-

bi ng, straps, stitching, and
ot her webbing fromhead to
toe for cuts, tears, strains
fraying, and security of
attachnents. |Inspect

carabinier's gate pin hinge
and lifting points for
deformty, cracks, or cor-
rosion. Inspect flotation
assenbly for general condi-
tion, cuts, tears, and
fraying of all |eg/chest

f ast eners.

MODI FI CATI ONS

No nodi ficati ons authori zed.

For pool operations attached
equi prent (i.e., chenmites,
knife, SDU-5E light, etc.) wll

be renoved. For bay operations
harness nust contain four

chem ites and nodified chest and
riser straps with additiona
velcro to permt specific sizing
for each student. SDU- 5E |ight
may be installed for night

SW NB.

Al'l other gear is optional

No nodi ficati ons authori zed.

For pool operations attached
equi pnent (i.e., chenlites,
knife, SU-5E light, etc.) wll

be renoved

For bay operations four chem
lites and a SDU-5E |ight nust
be installed.

No nodifications authorized.

Encl osure (1)
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Hel mets HGQU
and SPH

Crani a

Oxygen Mask

Flight Suit

Flight d oves

Encl osure (1)

I nspect stowage bag nesh
material of lift inset,
stitches, retainer, and
patient straps. Inspect for
presence of oil, fuel, grease,
or chemi cal contam nation
Inspect lift cables for fray,
corrosion, and signs of wear.

Rinse in fresh water after
each use

Vi sual inspection prior to
each training day: nain-
tain edge roll. Ensure

pads and liners are intact,

vi sor assenbly is opera-
tional, ear cups are in
pl ace, and bayonet

receivers are functional

Rinse with fresh water after
each use

Vi sual inspection prior to
each training day. Inspect
cloth for frays, tears, and
worn vel cro. Check attenua-
tors for cracks and ear pads.

Rinse in fresh water after
each use

Vi sual inspection prior to
each training day. Inspect
for cracks and torn face

pi ece, attachment and opera-
tion of bayonet fittings.

Rinse in fresh water after
each use

Vi sual inspection prior to
each training day. |Inspect
for fraying, rips, tears,

and operation of slide
fasteners at |east weekly.

Rinse in fresh water after
each use

Vi sual inspection prior to
each training day. |nspect
for matching pairs, holes,

separ at ed seans, and hardness.

Rinse with fresh water after
each use

Renove communi cati on cabl es,

ear phones, boom m ke, and
swivel. To inprove the ability
of the wearer to hear: Drill

a 1/ 4" hole through the
hel net shell and ear cup at
the bottom of the ear cup

No nodi ficati ons authori zed.

Renove inhal ati on and
exhal ation val ve, m crophone
and anplifier.

Slide fasteners may be
replaced with vel cro.

No nodifications authorized.



Fl i ght Boots

Torso
Har ness

SV- 2B Vest

LPU

LPP-1,

LPU- 21, MK-1,
LPU-32 Life
Preservers

CNETI NST 3710. 1B

Vi sual inspection prior to No nodifications authorized.
each training day. |nspect

for matching pairs, nails

protruding from heels, and

separ at ed sol es.

Rinse with fresh water after

each use

Vi sual inspection prior to Slide fasteners nmay be

each training day. Inspect repl aced by velcro. Chest
for fraying, rips, tears, strap may be extended using
and operation of slide a friction adapter on a piece

fasteners. Use solid film of |ike webbing.
| ubricant on slide fasteners
at | east weekly.

Rinse with fresh water after

each use

Vi sual inspection prior to Slide fasteners may be

each training day. Inspect repl aced by velcro. Helo

for deterioration, rips, pi ckup strap must be in place
tears, and fraying. Use Renove survival equi pnent for
solid lubricant on all pool training

slide fasteners at |east

weekl y.

Rinse with fresh water after

each use

Vi sual inspection prior to Installation of expended or

each training day. Inspect "dumy" CG, cylinders for poo
for rips, cuts, seamsepara- training is authorized
tion, and tears.

Rinse with fresh water after
each use

Leakage test every 30 days
(inflation during a training
evolution is considered a
leak test). |If |obes fail

to stay inflated during
training, the LPUw Il be
renoved for repair or discard.
A preserver not used during a
30-day period will be opened
and inflated for a 2-hour
period. A preserver not

mai ntai ning firmpressure
shal |l be repaired or dis-

car ded.

Vi sual inspection prior to Installation of expended or
each day. |Inspect for rips, "dummy" CO, cylinders for poo
cuts, seam separation, and training is authorized.
tears.

Rinse with fresh water after
each use

7 Encl osure (1)
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Leakage test every 30 days
(inflation during a training
evolution is considered a
leak test). |If vest fails
to stay inflated during
training, the vest shal

be renoved for repair or

di scard. A preserver not
used during a 30-day period
will be opened and inflated
for a 2-hour period. A pre-
server not maintaining firm
pressure shall be repaired
or di scarded.

Life Rafts A visual inspection for Renoval of equi pnment from
hol es or seam separation cont ai ner and supply pocket.
shal | be done prior to each
trai ni ng day.

Rinse with fresh water after
each use

Leak test every 30 days
(inflation during a training
evolution is considered a
leak test). |If the raft
fails to stay inflated during
a training evolution, it
shal | be renoved for repair
or discard. Rafts not used
during a 30-day period shal
be inflated for a 2-hour
period. A raft not nain-
taining firmpressure shal
be repaired or discarded.

A) Rescue Net I nspect all hardware for No nodifications authorized.
security of attachment,
damage, wear, and ease of
operation prior to each
trai ni ng day.

The rescue net shall be washed
after every enersion in salt
wat er or bracki sh water.

Rinse with fresh water.

A) Rescue Strop Vi sual inspection of No nodifications authorized.
condition of rescue strop
I nspect for cuts, deteriora-
tion, and abrasion. |Inspect
seans for adhesi on and
stitching of attachnent and
wear. |Inspect all hardware
for security of attachnent,
damage, wear, and ease of
operation prior to each
trai ni ng day.

Ri nse with fresh water
after use.

Proof | oad test every 30

days in accordance with
NAVAI R 13 series.

Encl osure (1)



SAR MEDI VAC
Litter

Par achut e
Canopi es

Par achut e
Backpack
Styl e Casing
Assenbl y

Seat pans

Cr ewnenber s
Safety Belt

CNETI NST 3710.

I nspect frame assenbly for No nodifications authorized.
cracks, bends, and security
of attachnent. |nspect nylon

frame cover, foot restraint,
head restraint, |unbar pad,
bottom flotation, and chest
flotation pad assenbly for
tears, broken or separated
stitches, and security.

I nspect patient restraint
straps for cuts, stains, or
fraying. |nspect webbing for
cuts, broken or separated
stitching, and security.
Inspect litter prior to each
tral ni ng day.

Rinse in fresh water after
salt water inmrersion.

I nspect for tears, m ssing Shroud lines may be cut as
har dwar e, proper attachnent necessary to facilitate
to casing assenbly. At traini ng.

| east once per week dis-
ent angl e shroud li nes.

| nspect canopies prior to
each training day.

Ri nse with fresh water

after use.

I nspect for tears/rips, Renove rubber bands, snall
m ssi ng hardware, and det achabl e parts, and
proper attachnment to ripcord assenbly.

canopy. |Inspect prior to

each training day.

Rinse with fresh water
after use.

Dependi ng on the style, Renmove all nonessenti al
i nspect for cracks in fiber- training itens (i.e., surviva
gl ass case or rips/tears in kit equipnment). Reattach O

material. |nspect hardware hose assenbly. Renove
for danage, wear, ease of communi cation | eads. Renove O
operation, burrs, mssing assenbl y.

hardware and fittings prior
to each training day.

Rinse with fresh water
after use.

Exani ne webbi ng for fading No nodifications authorized.
of fabric, wear, fraying, rot,

broken stitches, or cuts.

Ensure webbi ng belt endstops

are four webbing | ayers thick.

Exami ne all hardware for

security of attachment,

cracks, wear, and ease of

operation prior to each

trai ni ng day.

Rinse with fresh water
after use.

9 Encl osure (1)
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A) Level "A' Exani ne bag for rips, tears, Supply itenms are for training
Medi cal Bag wear, and fraying. Ensure only and do not need to be
and Supplies all supply itens listed on sterile.

NWP 3-50.1 inventory Iist
are intact and operational

Encl osure (1) 10



